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Worship Volunteers 

Greeter/Ushers: Susan Boyle 
Assisting Minister: Jay Forth 
Reader: Kathryn Perry 
Communion Assistants: Collin Bradley, Dick Rortvedt  
Counters: Tara Hogan 
Friend of  the Feast: Julie Hamre 
Council Lead: Tara Hogan 
 

Christmas Eve Volunteers 

Susan Boyle, Amanda Lindamood, Stephanie Dahle Adams, Faith Korbel,  
Bekka Meyer, Jennifer Lentfer, Eayrs Family, Mike Wendt, Rick Grimm, Abeba 
Mebratu, Kathryn Perry, Tom Randall 

 

Luther Place Staff 

Rev. Karen Brau, Senior Pastor 
[seniorpastor@lutherplace.org] 
Sarah Johnson, Steinbruck Center Director  
[steinbruckcenter@lutherplace.org] 
Justin Fitch, Music Director 
[music@lutherplace.org] 
Kathleen McGuire, Office Assistant 
[office@lutherplace.org] 
Sara Babcock, Steinbruck Center Fellow 
[scfellow@lutherplace.org 
Bianca Vazquez, BCI Director  
[belovedcommunityincubator@gmail.com]  
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Our Purpose 
God’s purpose for our congregation is to grow a Christ-centered inclusive 
community, led by the Spirit, that proclaims the Gospel’s transforming love 
and grace and challenges injustice. 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
1. All of God’s creation is sacred. 
2. We listen to the Holy Spirit through worship, Scripture, and prayerful reflection. 
3. We seek continuous transformation to become radically hospitable. 
4. We invite all into the journey with Christ through reconciliation with each other and 

God. 
5. We respond to injustice through loving service and courageous action. 
6. We walk together in our celebrations and our struggles. 

 
Our Vision 

Luther Place will be a community that looks and feels like God’s kingdom in its beautiful 
expansiveness, where all are called into relationship with Jesus Christ and one 
another.  In this place we will use our gifts to act in the world and build the beloved  
community. 
 
Worship attracts and gathers a range of  people with various services and styles, engaging 
the community in a depth of  traditional practices and creative endeavors. 
 
Spiritual Growth is how we are formed as disciples of  Jesus Christ, embracing scripture 
and all opportunities to engage the divine, and nurturing us to contemplate, study, and 
question our faith. 
 
Justice is a public witness to our faith; we will continue our history of  openness to what 
arrives, standing in solidarity and acting with people who are struggling in our community, 
country, and world. 
 
Hospitality is how we—each of  us—extend God's kingdom to a dynamic and diverse city, 
growing our community and engaging all of  God's children, from the powerless to the 
powerful. 
 
Community Care is how we sustain a vibrant community, our intentional practice of   
supporting and nurturing one another in all stages of  life, in celebration and sorrow.          
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Year-end Giving Opportunity 
As we come to the end of  2019, we are mindful that we'll need to stretch to 
meet this year's giving goal. As of  Dec. 18, we are $58,931.17 short of  our 
$480,000 giving goal for 2019. We ask you to prayerfully consider giving to help 
us meet our communal investments in our vibrant ministries of  hospitality and 
hope!  
 

Lessons & Carols with New Year’s Brunch Dec. 29 at Noon 
We invite you to celebrate the end of  2019 at the parsonage! Hosted by Pastor 
Karen Brau and Ed Miller, our year-end brunch will celebrate the gifts of  
community. Please note the church building will close shortly after the liturgy 
concludes. Please RSVP to office@lutherplace.org. We ask you to think of  
something you are longing for the Luther Place congregation in 2020 and 
prepare to share it in a simple are project!  
 

Sunday, January 5 - Three Kings Sunday 
We invite you to celebrate the birth of  Jesus at Luther Place! 
9:00 AM community breakfast and intergenerational Sunday School 
10:30 AM worship with King Cake and simple gifts for children after the liturgy 
 

Peace Not Walls 
Hannah Wright Osborn has been thoughtfully organizing and preparing a trip 
for Young Adults of  Color in the Lutheran Church to Israel-Palestine January 2, 
2020 where they will be journeying in justice through the Holy Land. The 
purpose of  the trip is to engage with our local Lutheran partners, bear witness to 
those struggling under occupation, and to give space to young adults of  color to 
be leaders in our church. To support this mission please make a gift for the 
Mission of  the Moment at Luther Place.  
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In an effort to improve the flow of  the liturgy, beginning January 5th, all 
Sunday announcements by members of  the congregation will need to 
be sent no later than the preceding Thursday to music@lutherplace.org 
for approval by Justin Fitch.  
 

Adult Spiritual Formation will not meet Sunday, Dec. 29. 
 

We pray for those in need of  healing: Bea Jackson, Cheryl Barnes, Charles 
Daniels, Cathi Jones on the death of  her mother, and John Groth on the death 
of  his mother. We pray for all elders, all feeling alone, all coping with mental 
illness and for all children separated from their parents. 
 

Each year we order poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary for the week of  
Christmas. We invite you to dedicate a poinsettia in honor or memory of  
someone. If  you would like to dedicate a poinsettia, we ask for a $20 donation 
and that you send the name to operations@lutherplace.org, where you can also 
direct any questions.   
 

Christmas Caroling TODAY outside Luther Place after worship! 
We will sing and extend invitation to our Christmas services. The group that 
tested this ministry out last year had a joyous experience! For information 
please reach out to Justin Fitch at music@lutherplace.org 
 

Advent Giving through Gifts of  Hope 
Each year we support the Synod’s Gifts of  Hope Program which offers 
charitable options to local non-profits providing service to the marginalized 
like N Street Village. If  you would like to give to Gifts of  Hope, simply go to 
the link below and choose a local charity that appeals to you. We also always 
add a local congregation Gifts of  Hope option being our Rwanda Ministry 
carried out by Lutheran Pastor John Rutsindintwarane, who conducts 
reconciliation and community building work in rural Rwanda. You can do this 
through your normal giving method to Luther Place and designate to “Rwanda 
Mission.” If  you have any questions please contact Gary or Margaret Maring.  
www.giftsofhopedc.org/available-gifts/  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Welcome to worship at Luther Place! 
 

Are you a guest?  If so, here are some things you might like to know… 
 
Please fill out a card to let us know who you are—we’d love to be in touch with you! The cards can be 

placed in the offering plate when completed. We are blessed by your  presence and hope you will join us 
again. For questions about the congregation please email Pastor Karen Brau at seniorpas-
tor@lutherplace.org 

 

We’d love to stay connected with you this week. The easiest way to do that is by following us on social media. 
You’re welcome to take out your phones right now and follow us on  

 Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. We also love hearing from you and this is a great way to keep up the 
conversation.  
 

Parking is available across the street in the Washington Plaza Hotel. The garage has two floors available. 
Please ask an usher for a parking voucher. Your reimbursement of the cost of $6 per use will be greatly 
appreciated. Additionally, we reserve the parking spots in the circle driveway on Vermont Ave. for use by 
those with mobility issues and their drivers. We encourage the use of public transportation; free bike park-
ing is available inside the Vermont entrance to Luther Place. 

 

A children’s nursery is available before, during, and after worship. The nursery is located within the chapel by 
the entrance on N Street. There is a baby changing area in the nursery. 

 
Children’s Space is available at the back of the Sanctuary. There are books, & a table for coloring. We invite 

you to be with your child and to explore the space. We often have children’s sermon  were we invite all 
children forward to participate.  

 

Video Recordings of Worship Services are available on the Luther Place website: 
www.lutherplace.org/sermons.  

 

In prayers and songs, the bold print is congregational response.  
P= pastor; A= assisting minister; C= congregation. 

 

Here at Luther Place, we love to sing! We like to explore a diversity of music, though much of it comes 
from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal (ELW). This hymnal holds service mu-
sic in the first half and hymns in the second half. The service music can be found with the 
small page numbers at the bottom of each page. The hymns can be found using the large 
numbers at the top of each page. We also use hymns from This Far by Faith Hymnal 
(TFF), the  Lutheran African American hymnal. 
 
References to God in traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender specific. As 
we pray and sing together, you are invited to substitute terms that reflect your  
understanding of the full inclusiveness of the spirit of God. You are also invited to sing 

hymns or speak parts of the services, such as The Lord’s Prayer, in your native tongue. 
 
* In these places in worship, we invite you to take a reverent position. That may be standing or sit-

ting. We hope you will chose a posture that allows you to worship as an individual and as part of 
the community.   

http://www.lutherplace.org/sermons
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Prelude: Prepare the Way, O Zion     Chris Nichols, flute        arr. Robert Powell 
 

Welcome 
We welcome you to worship today!  We will be together for at least 75 minutes. If  you are a 
guest, please fill out a welcome card at the ends of  the pews, and put in offering plate or give to 
an usher. We are a church that uses social media. Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter. Feel free to post during worship using #LutherPlace and @LutherPlace. 
 

Advent Lighting                      
 

Child: Blessed are you, God of  hosts, for you promised to send a Child, 
Emmanuel, who brought your presence among us. As we light these candles, 
turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your 
prophets. 

*Hymn of  Praise: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 
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Prayer after Communion  
A: God of  abundance, 
we give you thanks that in this holy meal 
you have invited us to feast with you and one another. 
May the taste of  your love remain with us, 
and may our words and our work in your name 
invite others into your bountiful grace. 
Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, 
even as we await the glorious coming of  Christ our Savior. 
C: Amen.  

*Sending Song: ELW 439 Soon and Very Soon 

 

Dismissal 
A: God is with you - of  whom shall you be afraid? May you go out into the world 
filled with the Spirit of  the God who made you, loves you, and empowers you to 
live fiercely.  
C: Thanks be to God! 
  

Postlude: Trumpet Tune on Lyons 
                               Stephen L. Aber 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 
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Communion Song:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Table Blessing  
P: May God, who gathers us in love, 
lead you in pathways of  righteousness and justice. 
May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, 
lead you in pathways of  forgiveness and freedom. 
May God, who fills us with good things, 
lead you in pathways of  equity and abundance. 
The blessing of  the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
be upon you and remain with you forever. 
C: Amen.  
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Confession:  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the parent who rouses us from slumber, 
the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, 
the deliverer who sets us free. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us come before the living God in confession.                             Silence… 
 

P: As we wait and watch for the promised day of  salvation,  
C: we open our hearts to you, O God. 
Search us and know us. 
Reveal all that we keep inside. 
To you, O God, we confess our sins, 
known and unknown. 
Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us in your ways of  justice and peace. 
Make us reflections of  the radiant love 
of  your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

P: Beloved children of  the Most High, 
you are gathered before the righteous judge 
who has mercy on all. 
Splash exuberantly in the waters of  baptism, 
where sin is washed away in the river of  life. 
Dwell peacefully in the loving arms 
of  the one who nurtures all creation. 
Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven 
in the name of  the one who is coming and is already here, 
☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C: Amen.  
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*Gathering Song: The Candle of  Hope   
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*Agnus Dei:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion:  
The body of  Christ, given for you. The blood of  Christ, shed for you. 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of  order and beauty. When we brought on 
chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and 
mercy. At this end of  the ages Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all 
the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which Christ was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  
thanks; broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my  
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  sin. Do this for the  
remembrance of  me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, we await Jesus’  
coming again in righteousness and peace. 
 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our  
faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of  your Son. 
Through whom all glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.   C: Amen.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Distribution 
Communion (Eucharist) celebrated at Luther Place is open to all. Ushers will direct you to 
the correct station. We use two cups; one with wine and the other with juice. You may either 
dip the bread into the cup (intinction) or eat the bread first and drink from the cup. Gluten-
free wafers are available on the altar. Return to your seat using the exterior aisles. 
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P: The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion 
of  the Holy Spirit be with you all                             

C: And also with you.  
 

*Kyrie:  

*Prayer of  the Day 
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may 
receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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FIRST READING                                   Isaiah 7:10-16 
       10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of  the Lord your God; let it 
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will 
not put the Lord to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of  David! 
Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? 14Therefore the Lord himself  will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted.”  
 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word                     C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm                                                                          Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of  Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of  Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O LORD God of  hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the bread of  tears; 
  you have given them bowls of  tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of  our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of  hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD God of  hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  

WORD 
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*Offering Prayer 
A: Giver of  every good thing, 
we set before you the gifts that you have already given 
to sustain our lives and to share with others. 
Help us to be good stewards of  the earth and all that is in it, 
and let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast 
you prepare for all who hunger. 
C: Amen. 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you.      
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.     
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
 

*Sanctus: ...and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 
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Dedication of  new nativity figures 
 
Announcements 
All events & announcements may be found in the back of  the bulletin. 
 

Offering 
Please feel free to put cash or check in the offering plate. You can also 
donate by texting the dollar amount to +12028166673.  To the right 
is the QR code for the giving portal. We are inviting you to give 
financially, out of  your heart and love for God. Our giving is a spiritual 
practice as part of  our faith and discipleship.  
 

 

Mission of  the Moment: Peace not Walls  Hannah Wright 
Osborn is asking for your financial support towards the trip she is leading to Israel-
Palestine in January for Young Adults of  Color in the Lutheran Church. Donations 
will go toward local meals, lodging in Jerusalem, meeting with peace and 
empowerment groups, a day trip to Galilee and Nazareth, and to help offset trip 
fees for the participants who struggle to find financial support for their trip. Thank 
you!   
                                       

  *Offering Song: ELW 262 Wait for the Lord           to be sung 2 times 
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*Gospel Acclamation:  
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*HOLY GOSPEL                       Matthew 1:18-25 
    

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew                C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

          
18Now the birth of  Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of  the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of  David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with 
us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of  the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with 
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
 

P: The Gospel of  the Lord                       C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Children’s Time 
 

Sermon: Longing for Dreams Coming True                                    Rev. Karen Brau  
 

Live-tweeting and posting on social media is encouraged! Please use 
#FollowingJesus, #RealChurch and #Discipleship  

and don’t forget to tag @LutherPlace and @KarenBrau. 
 

*Hymn of  the Day: ELW 723 Canticle of  the Turning 
 
 

Welcoming of  New Members                                           ELW front p. 234   
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*Prayers of  the People                           
A: Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need.                                                                           Silence... 
 

    Hear your church, O God, as we pray for all who belong to Jesus Christ. 
Where the church is scorned, preserve it; where the church is privileged, grant 
it humility. Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer 
 

    Hear your earth, O God, as we pray for its healing and care. Protect the 
grapevine and the mighty cedar, the mountains and seas and all that is in 
them. Give life, that all life may call on your name. Lord in your mercy,  
C: Hear our prayer 
 

    Hear the nations, O God, as we pray for those who hold power and 
authority over people and lands. Help those who create and uphold good laws 
and those working to reform what is unjust, that the world might better 
reflect your grace. Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer 
 

    Hear those in need, O God, as we pray for all who face uncertainty: 
refugees and immigrants, those who are imprisoned, and those without work, 
housing, food, or health care. Bring good news to all in need of  hope. Lord in 
your mercy, C: Hear our prayer 
 

    Hear this community of  faith, O God, as we pray for families and friends 
who gather in this season, for travelers and hosts, and for those who will 
work or serve others this Christmas. Let the peace of  Emmanuel, God-with-
us, shine in every heart. Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer 
 

    Hear all who mourn, O God, as we remember the lives of  our beloved 
dead. Encourage the living to learn from our ancestors in faith as we follow 
your call. Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer 
 

P: You hear the cries of  our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, 
that in each day and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ 
name. C: Amen. 
 

*Exchange of  Peace 
P: The peace of  Christ be with you always.         C: And also with you. 
 


